THE  FUTURE  IN  EDUCATION

people read even when they can? We need at least
occasional periods when we can resume our education
methodically and have leisure to renew our studies,
deepen our knowledge, rethink our position, and, possibly,
revive our ideals. The graduate who leaves the university
is like a man equipped with a new motor-car, which
needs to be run-in but is otherwise in excellent condition
for the road. But if he uses it for years without thorough
periodical overhauls, it will cease to be a useful means
of transport, and probably become a danger to the
public.

And are not all of us in practice acquainted in life with
such obsolete vehicles, cumbering a garage or crawling
along the road? Are not all familiar, in parliament, in the
churches, in education, in medicine, in government and
municipal offices, in business, with men of forty years and
over, whom the tide of their education carried some way
up the shore and who are content to remain where it
deposited them years before, who have found their way
into directing posts by merit, by seniority, by mere efflux
of time, who should be the pumps to drive the water of
progress onward, and are at any rate the pipes and con-
duits through which it must pass, but who are in fact so
furred and fossilised that they prevent its flowing at all?
They may be men of ability and good will, they may have
had an excellent education. But they are living in the
world as it was when they were in their twenties, they have
lost the intellectual and imaginative vigour which would
have enabled them to move with the movement of the
times; the pace is too much for them, it frightens them;
routine, which is another name for action divorced from
thought, gets an increasing grip on them; and the younger
generation grumbles impatiently: 'When will they retire
or die, so that we can get on??
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